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LIFE INSURANCE SWINDLERS.

RATHBUN CASE ' RECALLS SOME
AMAZING FRAUDS,

A “Dead” Man Goes With His Mother
to Coflect the Pollcy on His Life
' —A Grave Robbed to Furnish Proof
of Death—Attends His Own Funeral.

The ocase of Newell C, Rathbun, who
tried to swindle the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company at Little Rock out of
$4,00, and is now under arrest charged
with murdering the man whose body waa
believed to be his, recalls some remarkable
attempts to get money by fraud from life
insurance companies.

Rathbun has said that he had intended
to get the dead body into some hotel, then
pot fire to the building after having left
papers and letters of his own in the dead
man's clothes, When the hotel was burned
he expected, he said, that the dead body
would be at least so badly scorched that
no one could identify it.

A case based on plans just like Rath-
bun's oocourred in 1872 in Baltimore. A
man named W, 8. Goss had his life insured
for $25,000. One policy was for $5,000 in
the Mutual Life of this city, one for the same
amount in the Connecticut Life, and another
for $10,000 in the Travellers of Hartford
and a fourth for $5,000 in the Knickerbocker
of New York, Goss and his brother-in-
law, William Udderzook, according to the
mooount given by Goss's.brother, went to
& frame cottage in the ocountryy Goss's
lamp went out.

Udderzook hurried to a mneighbors to

another lamp, On his return he and

o friends discovered that the cottage
Where Goss was stopping was in flames,

After the fire had been put out a body

burned as to be past recognition or
tification, was found in the ruins,

The Coroner held an inguest, The ver-
diot told the nwr&, as the jury made it out
tersely, thus: “W. 8, Goss came to his
death bgu:hc explosion of an oil lamp.”

The insurance companies made an in-
vestigation., Certain facts strengthened
a suspicion of fraud. But there was abso-
lutely nothing in the way of direot proof,
However, the companieg refused to pay
the insurance money. e widow brought
suit, The action against one com
as a test took place in the Cirouit
of the United States at Baltimore. ’

The jury, after a deliberation of five
hours, brought in a verdict for Mrs. Goss
for the full amount of the insuranoce, with
interest, This verdict was rendered in
June 6, 1873,

Twenty-four days afterward, Udder-

k, learning that the oompanies had
motion for a new trial, contendin
that Goss was alive, arrived at the hote
of the little village of Fennerville, Chester
county, Pa. It was 0 o'clock at night.
He was accompanied by a man whom he
:S:k“ of as his friend, but did not mention
name.

The next evening he drove away in a
bumx?' with his friend. He returned alone
at midnight, A week afterward the body
of a man was found in the woods in the
peighborhood. The body was that of
Udderzook's friend. A dirk knife or some
other sharp instrument had caused the
man's death, the Coroner’s jury decided
Udderzook was arrested and put on trial
for murder.

[n the course of the trial it came out that
Goss, following his “death” at the cotrage
fire, arrivedd at the Central Hotel, Phila-
delphia, where he registored as *A. C, Wil-
son.” He then went to Cooperstown, Pa.,
where he boarded soine months and after-
ward to Newark, N. J., where he lived
till June 25, 1872, On that day he went to
Philadelphia whem in the William Penn

ourt

Hotel he met Udderzook. The two then
wan' to Tenneville.
A C. Wilsun's body found in the woods

A weok aftorward was fully identified as
thal of tioss by Baltimore citizens. 8o
Cioss lost his life in his effort to secure that
£25,000 insurance His brother-in-law,
Udderzook, lost his life, too, for doing away
with *A. . Wilson " He was convioted
of the murder of Goss and was hanged
on Nov. 12, 1874

William Radloff, a voung married man
was living alone in 182 in a house near
Reattle, Wash.., when 1t was burned to
the ground. In the ruins were the charred
remains of a man It was decided that
that it was Radlofs. A portuon of his
trousers that had escaped  destruction
was identified by neighbors who knew him

wall. His wife was visiting her parents
at Tacoma
A handsome yvoung man named Louis

Kostrauch who had boarded with the Rad-

Joff's was abwent, too It was known by
the neighbors that Kostrauch was des
woted to Mis  Hadloft e authoritiey
eame 1o the conclusion that Kostrauch had
murdered Radioff He was arrested Hu
had a love lotter in his proscket from Mis
Radloff, also a money order made out for
her by her hushand Pl pesdion searclesd
no further But other pwopbe did

It was disooversd 1} Vithin two months
Radioft hat tak i SEETTRTIIL I
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el l:.c:le.th. in forty pages
o y cap per, were
forwarded to the companies. Re Captain
.ooordln{ to these proofs—affidavits of
his eldest son, Joseph C. Bryan, Hansford
Owens and Curtis Runn‘:ghrin. Sr.—
was drowned in the Savan River from
a bateau while surveying swamp lands,
three men saw him drown, they said,
and the current sweep him Avnﬂ. All search
for the was unavailing. Youn
Bryan said that certain facts, develope
after many days’ , confirmed him
in the ml?;liu’mn. Q"“{j his f’l( hctr';n body
was * open by buzzards and again
s k.g:olt wnpaovound by an alligator.”
y months afterward—the life insur-
ance companies hnvix:ﬁl refusedd to pay
the amounts the Capt was insured for
till, at least, some fragment of his body
was picked up somewhere—the Travellers'
Insurance Company received the following

desepatch:
AVANNAR, Oa.; ur. 21, 1868,

Martin 1., Bryan is at home, alive and well,
¥ou did not pay soon enough.

In answer to the agent's Inquiry as to
the father's return to life the son, R. B.

an, wrote: “In reply I am glad to be
able to inform you that my father is again
at home, where I trust he will be allowed
to remain and safety.” The
Savannah agent had already sent a letter
to his home office, which in part read as
follows:

I telegraphed you that B
and well at home. You know Ponce de Leon
ound the waters of perpetual youth in Flor-
de, and it is reported that Captain Bryan

as been in Florida, Now he either floated
through the rivers, sounds or bays to that
-prlnﬁ and came to life, after being seven
months dead, or el o has been permitted
to come back nndlfelnd out why the $850.000
neurance on his life was not paid If you

ad only paid up sooner his unquiet spirit
might have rested in its watery bed

Probably Newell C. Rathbun may have
heard of one Ferdinand Jules Thrun, who
was employed in a sawmill in Spencer
Wis,, in x&). and he may have fashione
his hotel fire idea accordingly. Thrun
had more than onoe burned one of his saw-
mills, He always sued a railroad com-
pany for causing the fire by sparks from
a locomotive. ﬁm’dm, he had married
a Mary Halverson, a young Swede who
had onoe lived in a house in Neenah, Wia.
where a miner took refuge one night _nm{
was never n seen ve. The miner
had $18,000 money. Mary, after her
marriage in 1881 to Thrun, frequently went
to the house in Neenah. She left there
apparently disappointed about somethi
when she foun Szibnok yard covered with
wood piles. For two years ehe never went
near t. o{xhoe. But she did go thére in
1886 and found the yard at last unencum-
bered. It is believed that she had located
the miner's money while residing in the
house and had hidden it in the yard with
the view of carrying it away at some future
time. That she finally did so was pretty
evident by Thrun buying another sawmill—
to be burned. The plans of the Thruns
to filch money in this way from the Wis-
consin Central Railroad "were foiled—so
life insurance was their next move.

Thrun decided to get insured for a large
amount, get “burned to death,” the widow
to collect the value of the policies and then
rejoin her husband in the mining regions
of Idado. Mrs. Thrun was the plotter.
Thrun's house at Romeo took fire on the
night of Oct. 28, 1892. Thrun rushed into
the burning structure. have some
valuable papers in the house,” he cried to
the bystanders as he disappearsd. The
bones of a human being were found in the
ruins the next day, The Coroner’'s verdict
was that Thrun had been burned to
death.

Thrun had taken out policies for $57,000
in some of the most influential companies
in the United States. In January, 1883,
in her widow's weeds, Mrs. Thrun put in
her clalms at the compfanies’ offices in
Chicago. One New York company paid
her 10 per cent. of its $10,000 policy. The
others fought, asserting Thrun had not
been burned to death in the Romeo house.
Detectives never lost sight of Mrs. Thrun.
They traced a letter of hers to R. L. Harris,
a day laborer in New Orleans. Harris
went to the Post Office one day and was
arrested as he took a letter which he thought
was from his wife, which was from
the Pinkerton agency in this city, William
Beck, who had been employed by the Mutual
Life in the search, went to New Orleans and
brought north Mr. Harris, who was of
course Jules F. Thrun, The charred re-
mains that had been found in the ruins of
the Romeo house were the remnants of
& man's skeleton he had placed there before
setting fire to the house

It would take a volume to give an inter-
esting mention even of the number of
attempts to defraud life insurance compan-
s by drowning. One of the most daring
was that of a young cotton broker in Boston
named Hurter. He had taken out policies
on his life for 840000  He wen! to Soar-
borough, Me , in the summer of 1866  He
was playing cards one evening with some
friends when he rose and said he wanted
to sleep well that night, so he would get out
and take & row on the river He did not
return, His boat, bottom up, was found
the next day  In due time notices of death

obtained proofs of hi
written

an was alive

wore served on the ecompanies
Investigation developed the fact that
Hurter, after arranging the “evidenoes
of his drowning had fed to Canada doon
ufter he was rrm.-i there and the claine
aghinst the comparies were abandoned
e case of Daniel Stevens, “dead.”
going 1o the bank with his “bereaved”
mother was & protily  oool  proossiug,

bt the case of Frang Tomatcheok i Berlin
any years ago outdid it He had b
bemvily  insured He  disguised  Nimsdl
and actually attended his own funeral
in the ohuaroh Wiwks afterward wie
poliow were working up the case |

mn taken ol { the grave w
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WHERE MAN BEATS WOMAN.
CAN DRESS l:f.‘l.l. ON '100 A YEAR
WITH MONEY TO SPARE.

May Go Into Soclety and Keep Up Ape
pearances to the Standard of the Rich
Long Life of His Evening Clothes
—Few Garments He Hay to Purchase,

The discussion of woman's dressing on
$300 a year having been settled hy the uni-
versal decision that such a feat is impos-
gible to a woman who goes out at all or
entertains, the question of man's dressing
calls for attention. And in this case as in
many others custom gives man the ad-
vantage, for it s quite possible for a man
to dress on 8300 a year and make an excel-
lent appearance. .

He may even go in society if he wishes
and keep up his appearance to the standard
of men worth mjllions, for although his
clothes may not have the value of the richer
men's garb they can be in keeping and cor-
rectly cut. Custom forbids any attempt at
ostentation in a man's clothes while women,
even those of the finest taste, are allowed
to wear jewels and the extravagantly made
“simple” gowns, so-called, that cost more
than the more elaborate costumes

The one subject of evening clothes gives
a man a great advantage. A woman must
have at least one evening gown ina winter if
she goes out at all and this is a most meagre
allowance eked out with frocks that have
been left over from the last season. If a
wedding or an event of importance occurs
she can only stay at home if she has not
a new gown, fresh and attractive, even
though it may be inexpensive

A man, on the contrary, wears him-wuimf
clothes constantly through a scason &n
sometimes for two or three if he only dons
them on occasions, With an extra dinner
coat he can always be immaculate and
correctly dressed. A careful brushing
and pressing is all that is required to keep
masculine evening elothes in_ condition
It would be safe to say that the average
man wears an evening suit with, perhaps,
an extra coat, |hrnugﬁ two seasons.  This
at once takes from his expense account
one of the most important items in a wWo-
man's expenditures.

“Given the usual number of garments
in good condition that a man's wardrobe
containg, and men's clothes never wear
out, tear or get out of shape in the manner
of woman's garb, and he can with-
out the slightest difficulty, make $300 a
year an ample allowance for his clothes,
#aid a fashionable tailor. “Many men of
means do not spend any more than that
Men's clothes are more strongly made
and are of such very different
from those worn by women that they stand
all sorts of usage and still retain their color
and shape, provided they are taken care of,

“In a vear & man may buy one good
business suit, not a fashionable English
suit, but an ordinary good cloth and per-
feot cut, for $50 or $60. Men do not have
clothes made to order as much as they
formerly did and an excellent suit can be
bought for $50 or $60

“He can allow himself one new overcont
A year, alternating each vear from a winter
coat to a fall or spring weight garment
He can wear these coats each for two sea-
sons. The cut of men's clothes does not
vary as that of women does And where

there is a variation it is usually so slight

that only a very close observer can tell
the difference. A woman's gown bears
the mark of last season in its very line

The tailors and modistes purposely have
it 8o for a very obvious reason

“Take the matter of hats. Here he is
doubly fortunate. One silk hat in aseason
in a sufficient allowance and with a pot
hat and a straw hat in the summer he can
I'hen consider the

manage admirably
difference in the price of his hate and those
of a woman. Five dollars pays for the

ordinary hat and $8 or $10 buys a =ilk hat
“Nowadays men's clothes for golf and
wheeling cost & lot more than they used to,
but so do a wumc\n'-, for that matter., And
he is not subjectMo the changes in style
Many men prefer to wear their old clothes
for outdoor sport and disdain to make a
special costurne
“He has none of the small
of dress to buy constantly as n

belongings
woman

has. Neckties, shirts, collars and cuffs
and handkerchiefs constitute his equip-
ment. A woman must have boas, ruches
for the throat, neck scarfs of all sorts,
furs that cost fortunes, ribl bl =,
bags, chains, hair ornaments  the Dist s

an endless one
*Men wear their gloves until they wear

out, and only for extrems occasions wiil a
man have to wear white gloves with evening
dress, so his gloves can safely b put dows
to four or five pairs in a year, white, gray,
castor and tan dog sk
*Women must by new  gloves every
time they g it almost Fhat =, 4w
cannot wear gloves that are | '
as they use th ghiter tints so 1 b Lo
evenlng there is o t ity for freguent
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are less obtrusive in style and cut. You
can meet a man every cay or night§for a
year withour exactly nutYoin‘ if he

the same clothes on. It is only the men
who dress conspicuously, the bounders
in and out of society, whose clothes are
noticed. A woman's clothes are always
noticed,

“I know that it has been said that the
woll-dressed woman is she whose clothes
are nover noticed but [ am afraid that
jdea belongs in the past, A woman who
alwavs looks the sanie is one of the most
monotonons creatures, A stunning frock
will alwavs be admired and a beautiful
womarn is set off by her dressing.

“The shirt- waist styles that have be-
come (8o vpojular are the nearest that
women have ever come to the masculine
idea of simy I+ dressing, but unfortunats ly
for women they cannot or will not wear
these sensills and pretty garments for
the afternoon and evening. A man's linen
is always correst for any part of the day,
and while his Jaundry bills are large, he
doesn't have to have dinner waists and all
the things that go with them.

“Men have the best of it in the matter
of expense. It s cheaper to be a man,
You take the matter of living. A man can
live in excellont styls in any one of the bi
bachelor flats, yet his living expenses neec
not be out of proportion. He can main-
tain position easier in & monetary way.

“There are numbers of men that are met
nightly at the clubs and theatres and in
the big hotels who maken point of u“p‘uur-
ing always immaculately garbed, ere
they live no one knows, and no one cares,
it would seem

“In tRe social world it is the same way
A man is asked out frequently and invi-
tations are sent to his club.  The moment
a woman goes out there is the question of
her receiving calls; her afternoon at home.
And if she's nice men want to ca l and see
her. They never betray this anxiety to go
and see a man

“It would surprise lote of people to know
how small an annual amount men can dress
on and live on in New York and maintain
a position. Many fellows will live at a
boarding house in the vicinity of the great
hotels and will be always in evidence in
the billiard room, the barroom and the
corridors, well dressed and having the
appearance of men of leisure

“In reality they may work hard at shops
or offices all day, but they make a speciaity
of this evening parade, for they manage
to make acquaintances and pick up in-
formation as o stocks by which they profit

“All this is"a closed book to a woman
She cannot go about in the evening without
an escort or a chaperone; she cannot make
hap-hazard acquaintances and she must
be dressed, not in a Tuxedo and a olean
collar that can be sported for 365 days
in the year, but in a costume with the right
sort of a skirt and a hat that has the newost
effeot and all the other wrinkles that go
to finish the effect

4
“One can judge very easily of the dif-

ference in the cost of a man's dressing
and a woman's by the difficulty we some-
times have about models. A good-looking
male model may have one suit of evening
clothes and boe can pose in it forever. But
a girl may be very beautiful, but he could
not reappear in pietures in the same gown
It would be ridiculous.

“We endeavor to vary the effects, but 1
find that the changes in women's dress
are so subtle and yet so important that
one has to study the lines uh'!. above all,
the changes in the lines in order to get the
proper effect. We can't put last year's
slevves or the wrong cut skirt in a picture
nowadayvs. It is either the draperies of
the Greek goddesses or else the latest thing
from Paris.”

e e ———————

DOGS WHEN THEY TRAVEL.

Eaperience of Mile. Calve and That eof
a New York Husband,
collie

Mlle experience with her

on the road has been unpleasant and

Calve's
dog
she has taken precautions to avoid a repeti-
tion here of her struggles with hard hearted
hotel proprietors who have retused 1o
shelter a large dog even though it was
the |.|-.|~.r' y of a famous prima donna.

So she has engaged an apartment in this
city and will keep house during the stay

of the company in New York. She has
two servants who are to look after the
comfort of her and the collie from which
she will not e separated.  Her home s

ta bwin readiness on her arrival, so that no
hiotel keeper here shall order the dog from
s doors
At Laouisville Mlle. Calve heid up a train
for four hours while an enussary of the com-
pany woke up the manager of the sleeping
car coneern to get a permit for the dog to
wel in a drawing room on the car as the
et refuss«d to have him sent to the
haggage car, even though s=he had not
ard of the expericnos of one anstrocrat
2 tha! onoe travelled Soyt from this
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nuitt who was going t n douthern re
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SPA TRACK WILL BE A BEAUTY

Willlam €. Whitney and His Associates Plan
to Make It the Finest In the World
—Will Be Good to Look Upon as Well
as  Skilrally Sulted  to  Racing.

SARATOGA SPRINGS, Nov. 16, —The Rara-
toga Racing Association, of which William
(. Whitney is the President, awarded con-
tracts a few days ago to Pennell & Oliver
of New York, to Thomas J. Totten and to
Miles Bradley of Saratoga for making
such changes in the grounds and build-
ings at the Saratoga course as will make it,
in the words of Mr. Whitney, “the finest
racetrack on earth.” The world is wide
and there are many racetracks, but the
President of the Saratoga association,
whether he is considering etreet railway
properties or the getting together of a
racing stable, plans on a large scale. This
much is certain, that when the work
in hand is completed there will be little
in the new course to remind one of the
old

The Saratoga track is the last of the his-
toric courses in the North and East de-
voted exclusively to the racing of the run-
ning thoroughbreds. When MorrisPark was
used for nothing more sportive than the
raising of farm products, and the tracks
at Sheepshead Bay and Gravesend were
still sandy stretches by the sea, the Sara-
toga course was old in its fame asa battle-
ground for the “hot-blooded™ horses of
the United States. The track was opened
on Aug. 2, 18684, and old turfmen still recall
the day and the first running of the Travers
stakes at one and three-quarters miles,
in which John Hunter's Kentueky, one of
the most famous of American thoroug h-
breds, won the race and beat Zeb, Ward's
Tipperary and F. Morris's Throgg's Neck,
Jr., in 8:18%, winning $2,500 for his owner.

Monmouth Park and Pimlico and Jerome
Park and Paterson were contempories then
and, in a way, rivals of the Saratoga course,
but those tracks have passed into Ameri-
can turf history and Saratoga alone in
the North and East remains to eonnect the
old days of racing with the new. When,
however, the track builder and the master
carpenter and the landscape gardener
have completed the work they have just
begun about all that will be laft of the old
course will be the turf memories its name
recalls.

So sweeping will ba the changes that
hardly a foot of the old track ever will be
raced over again. Those familiar with the
course will remember that the track was an
ellipse, the direction of whose major axis
was east and west
the western fleld and joined the main track
near the first sighth pole, The grand stand,
which had a seating capacity for about
4,500 persons, faced almost due south
To tha east of the grand stand was the
betting ring and to the west of it was the
clubhouse A few hundred feet to the
east of the betting ring was the field stand
Back of the grand stand, to the northwest,
was the paddock, in a grove of pines To
the northeast of the grand stand was the
carriage field

The old course was a fair property to
look upon, with the Green and White Moun-
tains looming against the eastern horizon,
with the foothills of the Adirondacks off
in the west and the valley of the Kayade-
rosseras sloping away toward the south
But the track was laid out to meet the needs
of racing nearly half a century ago.  Not
long after Mr. Whitney and his associates
in the new Saratoga Racing Association
acquired the property they found that the
track itself was not adopted to the present
needs of racing. The fields that face the
starters of to-day are much larger than
they were even twenty-flve years ago
It was demonstrated that bhoth the turns
and the straight stretches were too narrow,
Besides, the new management wanted to
have a stralghtaway stretch of at least
an eighth of a mile between the start, in
the longer races, and the first turn.  They
wanted, also, a much longer straightaway
stretoh in which the horses could finish t
wis found that, in the longer races, o
horses no sooner got into their stride than
they had 1o be steadied foraturn

When the new management found out
just what the defects in the old track were,
a civil engineer was asked to submit plans
which would remove Iefects In a

o

short time he reported that the only way
to remodel the old course along the lines
sugested was to build & new one A new
one, he said, oouldn’t Ie ud out along
those lnes without more s acres of 1t
than was toghe found withi he confines
f the old enclosure b xtension of boun
daries, on account the general contour
of the ccuntry, was | e only 1o the
south and west
Last's get the land, the saidd Mr Whit
ney
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AT ALL DRUGGIS

CHEAP SOAPS CAUSE SICKNESS.

YOUR PHYSICIAN WILL ADVISE YOU TO USE

THE Soap That CURES

The Best Medicated and An'iseptic Soap in the World.

The result of 50 years o

MEDICURA SOAP CO., 1123 BROADWAY, NEW YORK.

ghest authoritizs in Europe on Dermatology
udy and application,
ity

I'S AT 25¢. A CAKE.

buildings was awarded to Miles Bradley
of Saratoga. The biggeat job he will have
will be the moving of the grand stand,
clubhouse and betting ring. These in-
closures connect with one another. The
grand stand, which is to be made longer
by 180 feet, giving it a total seating capacity
of 6,000, wi
posite the first turn of the old track and
will face almost due cast. The clubhouse
will ktand away down on what used to be
the diagonal chute of the old track, some-
thing like 1,000 foet southwest of where
it stands now, The betting ring will be
almost on the site of the present clubhouse
and opposite the gate through which the
horses formerly entered the track from
the paddock for each race.

Besides moving these structures the con-
tractor will have to move ten stabies, in-
cluding those bhuilt last spring by Mr. Whit -
nev, Thomas Hitcheoek, Jr., and August
Belmont. The new track will run through
parts of each of these stables and new sites
will have to he found for them. Mr. Bel-
mont's is one of the finest stables at this
or at any other tracl. 1t is surrounded
by a large private paddock, the stalls are
all tiled unr‘ a handsome trainer's cottage
was erected in one corner of the paddock

When the trackbuoilders and the car-
{n‘mnu have done their work, Totten, the
andscape gardener, will set about the
boanutifying of the grounds. He has al-
ready planted nearly 2,000 trees on the
newlv-acquired land. This work was done
under eontract. For the rest  the flowers
and the shrubbery and the tropical plants
he has received carte blanche.  He has been
told to make the grounds as beautiful as
flowers and foliage and fountains and the
liko can make them. It is the intention of
the officers of the association to have the
racetrack gardens one of the show places
of Saratoga

If the cold weather holds off and a suf-
ficlent foree of men can be obtained, the
work of building the track ought to be
completed in about three months.  The
entire job will not be finished before wlrly
summer. The contractors are most seri-
ously handicapped by the lack of laborers.
Either all the men who need to work here-
abouts have employment or they have
no liking for the ‘::m-ilmg of the pick and
shovel, If there are any laborers on Man-
hattan Island out of a job, they can get
plenty of work and good pay by coming
to Saratoga. Within the past three days
150 Italians, all good Democrats, accord-
ing to their padrone, have heen brought

here from New York and ;m' to work at
the track, There are a few votes that
Mr. Shepard won't get and a couple of

hundred more of the same kind of voters
are axpected here from New York to-day

Many inquiries have been made as to
the total cost of this work., Contraot
}-vn--w have been well guarded and, there-
ore one man's guess is as good as another's
It was originally intended to expend $180,-
00 on improvements, less the cost of the

land acquired for themn  The land cost
not far from $30,000. That would made
the intended cost 150,000 One of the

contractors, when asked the other day if
that sum would pay for the work, smiled
and =aid

“Fine racetracks, like fine racehorses, cost
money have seen all the great race
courses in the world, but 1 never thought
to see as flne and as beautiful a one s
this will be.  But it's going to cost a lot of
money, and if I had only $180,000, T d hate
to have to {mv for this job. 1 wouldnt
have enough left 1o pay for a summer
suit. I'd rather pay the bills if 1 had 8250, -
o, and T don't think I'd have a whole lot
left then ®

CAPACITY OF CHURCH PEWS,

Complaint of Damage to Garments and
High Hats From hercrownwding.

“I regret that in most churches there
is an evident disposition to stand still in
the matter of seating the congregation,”
sald a church goer *The church usher
of to-day may be able to seat more preropiie
than vears ago, but he has no regard for
the comfor o the stranger within the
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A FARM VILLAGE FOR NEGROES

COLONIZATION SCHEME To
TRIED IN VIRGINIA,

LR

Plan Has Anakened Interest
the South If Succossful Many Sioe
flar  Villages Wil Be  Ballt bach
Householder to Have at Least & Sero

dcnmosn, Va, Nov. 18
perhaps the only State in the South wiie
i1 to have in the near future a little towy
inhabited entirely by negroes, anud for tle
purpose of agricultural and industrial train.

Throughaomy

Virginia 9

ing with a view to improving their con-
dition. For years travellers and visitorg
have had their attention attracted by g

little village about two miles west of OUrangs
Court House populated entirely by negrocy
and familiarly known as Slabtown. It
geots its name from the fact that two or thres
hundred cabing occupied by the inhabitang
are roofed exclusively with rough slabs
These cabins are maae of rude logs stieg
together with red clay.  They are scattern]
over an area of half a mile square and
are connected with rough-and-tumble bye
paths grown up in summer with wesds.

It is a peculiar sight, this little negro town,
where a white face seldom appears. Slale
town is laid out with no system. There
is not a store in it, although there are nore
than two hundred dwellings

But the new town whicn is now being
built for the colored people has a good
object in view. Already work has beguy
on it and will be pushed forward as rapaly
as possible. 1t will occupy a tract of land
of about a thousand acres around bFot
ILee, on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway,
a few miles below Richmond.  The
veyors who were employed to lay off tha
town have marked out a park which i< 1)
be beautified artificially in the winter i
in the spring a pavilion and other improses
ments will be added. The first house wiil
soon be begun and in a few months a lours
ishing village will have arisen where now
there are only timber and undergrowth

This movement was started alout a
year ago by Dr. R. E Jones, a well-known
and skilful negro physician here, who Laa
manifested a keen interest in the wel
and improvement of his race, and has don
much to elevate them both in a commaer
and intellectual way. It was throug
him that a large industrial and trainig
msetitution was established here in which
| negro women are taught to cook, act as
trained nurses, keep house and follow
other useful pursuits. This institution
has appealed to the sympathy and support
of many leading white citizens of ‘(‘n'»
mond and vieinity. I» nesisted
by several other negro citizens, purposes
getting the village started and then turmin g

site

Jones,

the property over to the Women's Leags
| Training School, above referred t ile
woperty will cost many thousands of dol-
ars, and the leaders of the movement
already have a large amount on hand 1w

start the work
The main plan is interesting and carries
one back to the early settlement of thisg
country. Dr. Jones and his associates
hold the opinion that the reason that so
many of the negro race, and white people
too, are coming to the cities to live and
leaving the farm lands to go to waste is
that man s a distinctively gregarious ani-
mal, and is not satisfied 1o live separated
from his fellow creatures; that man w
come to a large community and half starve
| provided that he enjoys the company

'x.- fellow men, rather than live in remn
districts where he enjovs no s al uter
course. Dr. Jones further holds th
man can farm and have the socier
of his fellow men be will be happy for
reason that farming is one -,J the fries
ard most  wholesome occupations
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